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UPCOMING EVENTS
Potluck Supper
and Maundy
Thursday Liturgy

March 28

Observation of the March 30
Cross
Easter Vigil

March 31

Sunrise Service

April 1

Easter Eucharist

April 1

Community Easter April 2
Meal
CPR Course

April 14

By now there are many who will consider Easter to be a bygone holiday, while anxiously awaiting the May
Long Weekend which for so many in our country heralds the start of the camping season and the time for
planting and gardening to begin. But in fact, we have some 50 days of the Easter Season to go. Many might
have gone away from the Easter experience wondering where Jesus’ body went. Like the women who went to
visit the tomb that Easter morning, they came back telling some foolish tale about there being no body in the
tomb. There was an earthquake, some seemingly dead soldiers (until they summoned the courage to run
away) and an angel telling them to tell the disciples to make the trek back to Galilee (some 68 miles, and the
country is only 90 miles long!) because they would see the risen Jesus there. That was Sunday morning, but
the day and the wonderfully strange things didn’t finish there.
Most of what was left of the Twelve (minus Peter and Thomas who were licking their wounds separately and
Judas Iscariot who went to his death) where together along with others in the room where they had celebrated the Last Supper. The windows were shuttered, and the doors were locked and bolted. Most of the disciples
thought they were next and all of Jesus’ followers knew that they may be next to the cross or some other
equally gruesome fate.
Then, like on the mountain top, when Jesus came back to James, John and Peter and touched them, raised them
up from the fear of death because they knew they had been in the presence of the Father and they had heard the
Father speak. Jesus greeted them with a “Shalom”- a greeting of peace. He then invited them to come and
touch him to prove that he was not a mass delusion. See and touch the nail prints. Seen and touch the spear’s
wound. See that it is really and truly me. When they understood, then he greeted them again with “Shalom” –
not just to take away the fear and foreboding but to replace it with all the good things that are going to be
needed and necessary to make the important mission of the Church happen.
The disciples could have been waiting for something different. They could have been waiting for the rebuke for
the lack of faith and the willingness to persevere under difficult circumstances on Friday. Yet what they received is the opposite: they got forgiveness and mercy. They are invited into reconciliation by Christ himself. It
is important for all of us to know this because it is for us, both to know and to proclaim. There is a simple reality that we as a congregation, as a Church need to be aware: we can tell people that they can be made free and
serve God or not. Freedom and abundant, eternal life come to us precisely because we continue to believe that
Jesus is the Christ and that we are free and have life in and through him.
This brings us to Thomas (John 20.19-31). I have heard him called everything from a doubter to a realist.
Wanting to have the same experience as everyone else is not a doubt, it is a desire. He wants what others have.
There is no harm or shame in that. He wants to be like his brothers. What is important for them and for us, is
the faith and the trust that needs to be there day in and day out whether we can see him or not. There is blessing in being patient and waiting for your moment with Jesus because it will come. The key for us is not allowing for the moment between this one and that one to distract from believing and participating in the life that is
now, because of the cross, a reality. In fact, there is blessing for the one who lives the life and awaits the moment to be face to face with the Master. “Blessed are those who have not seen yet still believe.”
In the meantime, we must be people of the Word so that we can be and project the trust, the hope and the life
we have in Christ. We need to be people who continue to believe because that instills and builds up the Church
community through our active creativity and lively imaginations. We need to hold out the bread of life to both
feed the hungry and to continue the journey towards the day that we will be at that final Feast. And we need to
do this with a deep and abiding passion for the kingdom of God. After all, the most important thing is to go on
believing, participating and waiting because our time and our turn with Jesus, will come.
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Holy Week Services
March 27 Eucharist at Sutherland Place at 10 a.m.
March 28 Holy Eucharist at 7 p.m.
March 29 Potluck Supper and Maundy Thursday at 5:30 p.m.
March 30 Observation of the Cross at 10:30 a.m.
March 31 Easter Vigil
April 1 Sunrise Service at the Lookout at 7 a.m.
April 1 Easter Eucharist at 10:30 a.m.

Have you ever wondered what Alpha is?
You’re are welcome to come to an Alpha information
session on Tuesday, April 24 from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m. in
the St. James Fireside Room. We will take a look at what
Alpha is and how we may want to host an Alpha at St.
James.

THE CATHEDRAL OF ST.
JAMES’ DIOCESE OF
ATHABABASCA

9709 98 Avenue
Peace River, AB. T8S 1J3
stjamesadmin@telus.net
www.stjamespr.org
780-624-2743
We are proud that our mission is to
welcome, accept and encourage all
people in the name of Christ
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CPR Training
On April 14th there will be a CPR Training
course in the Lower Hall at 9 a.m. The
course is 4.5 hours and will need a min. 3
people and max. 10 people, with a cost of
$70. The sign-up sheet is located at the back
of the Church.

Pre-Authorized Remittance
Pre-authorized remittance, or PAR, allows you to support your church through automatic monthly withdrawal from you bank account. If you have automatic withdrawals from your bank account to pay your bills, taxes, or a mortgage, then you already understand the PAR principle.
Besides being convenient, using PAR for your offering ensures regular monthly givings to help our church’s ministry even when you
are away. You will be providing our congregation with a dependable flow of contributions, which increases our overall financial stability.
How do you get started?
Prayerfully decide what you will give each year and divide that amount by 12.
Fill out the authorization form and attach a cheque marked “VOID”.
Enclose both in an envelope labeled PAR Information Attn: Treasurer. Place the envelope on the offering plate on Sunday or
leave the envelope at the church office.
The amount will be transferred from your account to our congregation’s account on the 20 th of each month. You can modify or
cancel your donation, change how it is designated, or change your information at any time.
Making an offering is an important part of our worship time together. We will give you PAR cards to place on the offering plate
as a symbol of your gift.
If you would like more information, please speak to Kathy or Inez.
Thank you for considering PAR.

Please find us on FaceBook at https://www.facebook.com/stjamesanglicanPR/

