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UPCOMING EVENTS 

A Christmas 

Carol 
Dec 1 

Vestry Dec 17 

Food Bank 

Sunday 
Dec 15 

Potluck      

Supper 
Dec 15 

Service of  

Lessons and  

Catols 

Dec 15 

Christmas Eve 
7pm and 

11pm 

Birthday &     

Anniversaries   
Dec 29 

 

Dear Fellow Cathedralites,  

We live in a society that does not like to wait. We are always in a rush to get some-
where, do something or whatever. We are Content with a drive through meal that 
take 30 to 90 seconds to deliver rather than being patient for 25 minutes and getting 
the steak and potato. Moreover, we live in a society that must have information on a 
screen for it to be true – won’t be believed otherwise. This has led to a breakdown in 
communications not only with each other but also with God. It reduces the ability of 
Christians because we are not limited to 280 characters of poor English and slang.           
 
And I want to dispel some misinformation about Christmas – it was not taken from 
the pagans and made a Christian feast. Christmas or the Mass of Christ was celebrat-
ed by the Church 50 years before the pagan feasts of Saturnalia began, The pagan 
feast was started because of the desire to go back to what was in the Empire. The 
Christian faith was the faith of the Empire and thus the Celebration of Christmas 
which started some time between the Edict of Milan in 313 and the Council of Ni-
caea in AD 325 was rampant wherever the Empire was. 
 
The question I want us to consider is a simple one – are you willing to have your 
Christmas interrupted this year, by this same Jesus? After all it is his day. Christ is 
Christmas.  
 
The message to Mary was important – her day, her upcoming marriage and her 
whole life was disrupted. There is always the possibility that Good News must start 
out and heard as bad news and then must be lived to become Good News. Mary was 
troubled and afraid when saw heard the Angel and his greeting – What do you mean 
God has been watching me? What does God want with me? 
God had been watching Mary and wanted her to be a part of his plan, his mission to 
redeem the world. God wanted her to allow her heart and mind, her life to be open 
to the silliness of the possibilities that he wanted to work in her life. He indicated 
that he was near her and watching her and would continue to do so – her life had 
found favour because of the way in which she lived it – towards God and the king-
dom. 
 
She is told that she would conceive and give birth to a son who would be in the line 
of David and would be King over David’s people for ever. I want you to know that 
there is a counter point to get us to see how remarkable this woman and her faith 
was – Zachariah the Priest and his old wife Elizabeth.  
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If you read though the start of Luke’s narratives of the birth you will notice the differences between the old 
priest and the young woman. Mary was poor, about to be married, with little knowledge compared to a priest. 
What she did have in Joseph was a good man who like her, believed in God and was willing to listen to God 
through his dreams, like the Joseph of old. 
If you read through the Old Testament, God now and again causes women who had been “barren” or childless 
to conceive a child – a son. The thing I want to point out to you is that in each case that I can think of, this was 
to women who were mothers of the ancestors of the line of David and therefore enabled the coming of the Mes-
siah. 
 
Zachariah was older, long married to a faithful wife. But despite his knowledge and experience as a priest, he 
was not willing to believe that God could do what he wanted to do. He chose to believe that he and the wife 
were about to wither and die on the vine and there was nothing that could convince him otherwise. Therefore, 
he spent nine months quiet, unable to speak because he did not believe. It was not until he said that his wife 
was right and that the boy’s name was his tongue loosed and he praised God for what he was doing. 
 
We look even now for Jesus to come again the purpose of Advent these days and for God to restore things to 
the way that they were at first – in the Garden. We call for God to come down to fix the broken, to free those 
who are bound and to find that which has been lost. To deal with the adversaries of the people and the threats 
that had been made against the people. We want God to come down and sort things out because of the devasta-
tions that are happening across the world. We are dirty, despair and naked. 
 
Jesus’ coming to us is about renewing the hope that we place in God for this very thing – to honour the prayer 
that we pray as churches in this town and across this nation – your kingdom come, you will be done on earth as 
it is in heaven. 
 
Don’t be afraid of what is coming – be ready for him when he does. Allow your Christmas to be interruptible 
that God might make know his favour for you and show you what you are going to be lead to do so see prayer 
answered that his kingdom will come. Don’t be afraid – Believe. Don’t be fearful – take courage and stand firm 
on what you believe. Don’t run away – come and participate in what it is that God is doing. In doing so we dis-
cover what we believe and even more importantly that God believes in us and is watching and encourage us to 
keep going and to keep doing. 
 
As we participate in drawing in the kingdom to this world, as we learn to stand and to walk with God, we en-
counter God more deeply – and in doing so find the courage to do the silly, or even the outrageous (by the 
world’s standards) thing so that others may come to believe and to participate in God and his mission. 
 
The dynamics of divine grace are such that it is not just for those moments that we need faith and to be great, 
grace is for life that is lived in between the moments that need to be lived. Miracles will come to the unsuspect-
ing. Restoration will be given to those who are desolate. And blessing will be bestowed on those who believe 
and participate in what God is doing to redeem this world. We don’t have it all worked out. We must be ready 
and prepared to follow where the Spirit leads, to say, “Yes, Lord” and to be led in the ways that we need to go. 
Remember, God’s work, done God’s way, will not lack God’s supply.” 
 
Remember, God is watching you and you are in his favour. Don’t be afraid of what’s happening next – be ready 
for him who is coming to you.  
 
Marantha! (come Lord Jesus, come soon!) 
 
Jason+ 



Charles Dickens’ “A Christmas Carol”  
presented at the Cathedral,  

 
Christmas Carol by T Leer,  

proposal of a reader’s CBC theatre script on  
Dec 1, 2019 Sunday @ 7 pm.   

Featuring the Peace River Community Choir  
and the St James Choir.  

ACW will provide baking 
 and refreshments for this event. 

  
Free will donation,  

funds to go the clean water program of PWRDF.  
Thanks to the many hands that make this possible  



             

 Bishop Elect of Athabasca                           

     The Reverend Canon David Greenwood  

      

 

 

 

 

Consecration Service to be held Friday Feb 21, 2020 at 7:00pm 
Excerpt  from the Messenger   Margaret Glidden November 2019 

 

At an Electoral Synod held Saturday, November 16, 

 the Rev. Canon David Greenwood,  

priest-in-charge of All Saints', Athabasca; and St. Alban's, South Athabasca,  

was chosen as Bishop-elect.  

Greenwood will succeed Bishop Fraser Lawton who resigned September 7th 2019.  

"It was a great day (at St. James' Cathedral, Peace River), the singing was amazing, the atmosphere 
was calm and relaxed...the Holy Spirit was present," said Canon Peter Clarke, Athabasca Editor, The 

Messenger. 

Watch the January, 2020 issue of The Messenger for Peter's stories on the Electoral Synod and an in-
terview with the Bishop-elect. The date of the consecration is February 21st 2020 2 7pm at St. James ‘. 
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What’s Happening with the ACW? 

 St James ACW is hosting the  

“A Christmas Carol”  

is being presented on  

Dec 1st   

We will need  

Baking, prep. serving, and cleanup volunteers.  

If you can help with baking or can volunteer  

Contact Nova 780-625-2793  

or email nova_jay@hotmail.com 

 

The St. James ACW executive.  

Nova Haggstrom President.  

Rose Gish  Treasurer.  

Susan Bowling Secretary.  

We would like to encourage all of the ladies at St. James  

to participate in the activities of the ACW;  

all help is appreciated!!!! 

News 



  
FOOD BANK SUNDAY 

The food bank continues to need 

 breakfast cereal, granola bars, canned fruit  

and vegetables, peanut butter and tinned meat.  

They have plenty of canned soup and pasta in stock  

so those items are not needed at this time   

We will be collecting the 3rd Sunday of the Month  

A volunteer from the Food bank will pick up  

the food baskets from St James office area  ! 

Dec 24th Christmas Eve Services 

Potluck Supper 
5:00pm 

  Service of Lessons  

  



   St James Mitten             
     Tree  

                They were taken and dispered  
      between the Women’s Shelter,  

       Schools and theSoup Kitchen 

Thanks to all who Helped Fill 

As the cold weather is upon us 

Please remember to donate 

any gently used outer clothing 

Please Contact  780-625-2641 


