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At our services during this past season of Lent, we have been talking about Lent "practices" that
can draw us closer to God. Prayer and Bible reading; looking at yourself and acknowledging
where you're going wrong; taking a risk in faith by trying something new; letting go of aspects of
your life where you're holding on too tight. All of these practices come from a sense that we are
not where we should be - somehow we have moved away from God, and we know we would be
in better shape if we were over therewhere God is, rather than over herewhere we are.

We reinforce that feeling dramatically in Holy Week, as we walk through the last days of Jesus'

life, putting ourselves in the position of the different people who surrounded him. The crowd

hailed him king, and then turned on him - that sounds like us, too often. The Roman governor
and the religious leaders had a chance to use their power for good, but ended up choosing what
would serve their own purposes - again, too familiar. Even Jesus' own committed followers

found ways not to be there when he most needed them. Jesus himself reached his last breath feel-
ing that his Father was far away: "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?"

So it always comes as a stunning surprise, although we know how the story turned out, as Good
Friday turns into Easter. How is it possible? We reach out to God, knowing how far away God is,
and nothing we do actually moves us any closer. And yet, suddenly, God is with us in a brand

new way, giving us the new kind of life that we long for. God does not come to us from a great
distance, either - he does not arrive on a cloud from heaven. Our life with God erupts from inside
this life that we're living. It explodes out of death itself. From that moment on, God is closer to us
than we are ourselves - something we celebrate as we remember Jesus' gift to his disciples, on the
first Easter evening, as he breathed his own spirit on and into them. [John 20.22]

The death and resurrection of Jesus prove to us that no distance is too great for God. God's love,
God's desire to be with us and for us to be with him, can overcome any barrier and any separa-
tion that we may create between ourselves and God. But that is not just a thought, or an abstract
concept. It is a way of life. Each of us has the opportunity to experience, in our own lives, what it
is like for God to love us that much, to bear any cost in order to cross the distance that separates
us, and to plant new life in the sad and sorry ruins of our self -image.

I hope that you have already caught a glimpse of that in your observance of Lent - which is, in the
end, not about moving ourselves closer to God, but rather realizing how desperately we need and
want God to come to be with us. | invite you to participate as fully as you can in Holy Week ser-
vices this year - whether at St James', or wherever you may be travelling. Let yourself see and
hear and feel exactly what God is willing to do, and has done, to cross the distance and be with
you.

And then, most of all, | invite you to celebrate and live this Easter season, not just at church ser-
vices but in every moment. Discover what it is like to live with the certainty that God is never
going to let you go. Say thank you to God, in every way that you can, for the breathtaking gift of
a whole new kind of life. And be so amazed, so grateful, so energized, that you take nothing for
granted any more - just like those friends of Jesus who first began to live in him, two thousand
years ago.

Easter blessings!
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‘ Easter 2015

Rev. Dr

At

Holy Week
Services

Maundy Thursday 6:00 PM

April 2, 2015

Good Frida: 10:30 AM

April 3, 2015

Easter Eve
(Easter Vigil)
April 4, 2015

Easter Day
April 5, 2015

9:00 PM

Sunrise Service @ 7:00 AM

12ft. Davis G

ravesite

(followed by break-
fast at the United

Church)

Holy Eucharist @ St.  10:30 AM
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Vacation Bibe School 2015 "

Our first VBS for this year was decided to run during the
Teacherd6s Convention in Marc
the school children something to do during their school

break. We had 6 children ranging from kindergarten to

grade 5.

The t hemeUsimgOsirNets , 6 LukX. 5: 1

The children explored o0Using
types of creatures in the sea @ fishes, dolphins, whales,
and octopuses through crafts, skits, singing, and our spe-
cial fisherman6s cupcakes

(mmmmmm!)

A special thank you  to Susan Bowling, Joan Veidt,
Rebecca Connellan and Maigen Layne for all your
help!
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Fundraising Concert for St. James%

We would like to thank our generous local musicians Jeff and Suzanne McCann, No Limitz

(Sherry Crawford and Dana Blayone), The Honey Cowboy (Brendan Dickson), and Katie and

Jason and their band members, Dano LaFlamme and Byron Schamehorn, for their perfor-

mances in two Cathedral Concerts on February 21st and 22nd. They not only wowed the

crowds with their awesome music, they helped us raise over $6,000 to help with the expens-

es of flood recovery for the lower hall so we can bring the soup kitchen home! Thanks also to
everyone who hel ped behind the scenes! Who woul d
culture and community could result from such a yucky flood. These musicians definitely put

the fun in fundraising.

i Sharon Krushel

Katie and Jason & Band

Jeff and Suzanne McCann

No Limitz
The Honey Cowboy
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