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The Epistle
The Cathedral St James’ of the Diocese of Athabasca
Over the years, I have lost track of how many times I have heard the song “Here I am
Lord”. It comes from a favourite book of the prophets in the Old Testament, namely
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Isaiah. The passage and the song have to do with the call to ministry which is appropriate to this particular Sunday considering we move now from considering who Jesus is,
who he was born, how he lived and taught, how he healed, cared for and had compassion for people and most of all how he died and was raised from not only death but
from the earth to the heights of the heavenly throne as well. I have lost track of the number of times I have sung it at camp, in church and just in the office by myself.
But when I stop to consider all that Isaiah had to say (Isaiah 6.1-8), the challenges that he
and the people of Israel had to face, it becomes even more poignant. We are told that it
was in the year 740 BC that Isaiah experienced his call to be a prophet (a mouthpiece for
God) amongst the people of Israel. We know that because that is the year that King Uzziah died. Uzziah was a godly, powerful man who was in the later years of his reign, was
stricken with a form of leprosy because he had not obey the restrictions and burnt incense in the temple. He was the last of the good kings of the people of Israel. Why is it
important and good that Isaiah have this vision? Because he reminds the people of
whom the real and undisputed King of Israel is: The LORD himself.
But that is not the sole remarkable thing about the encounter Isaiah has with God.
There is the hem of the garment which God wears and it is only this that fills the temple.
We are not told if Isaiah saw more than that. Isaiah knew that he knew that he was in
the presence of God. He had seen and known God and that means, that his life was finished, or so he thought. In a moment when the nation was about to lose its earthly king,
and in the moment of seeing God face to face, a fresh, new vision with a new path to

Fall

.

walk is given. It is not going to be pleasant, easy, or even a short journey. Such vision
makes a mortal aware of who God is and God wants in this moment from him. He experiences the holiness and awesomeness of God and in that moment realizes who he is as
well. This makes him aware of the state of his life and the state of the people and of the
land around him. To show this mere mortal that he is ready for ministry, a coal from the
altar of God is taken and put to his lips to cleanse his life to the very core. It helps him
to know that God forgives him. He is enabled to see things as God sees them and to hear
things as God speaks them into his life and thus into the life of the nation.

What will it take for you to stop and see God? What will it take to enable you to hear his voice? Will it take
angels calling out in abject worship and attendance of the throne? Will it take the tears of a neighbour who is
about to lose their home because of the loss of employment? The cries of a child who is at school without
breakfast or lunch? A panhandler asking for change so she can go to the liquor store? What will it take for you
to begin to see Christ for who he truly is and the way the world truly is? What will it take to shake you up so
that God has your complete and undivided attention? And when will we stop saying to God, “Here am I.
Send somebody else”?
God’s kingdom and his glory are both real and the kingdom is coming. Perhaps the Church needs a new vision. Perhaps the Church needs a real “shake up” to know what it is to be in the presence of the Holy One of
Israel, to know the living God again. Maybe we need to see God again lest we get really comfortable and thus
complacent making us unwilling servants and stewards of the Gospel. We need to be shaken and stirred so
that we will move and live to genuinely proclaim and project the message and reality of God.
So let us present ourselves before the throne and offer ourselves that we might make God known and draw
his people closure to his glory and his kingdom.
- Jason+

Thursday Evening Bible Study
will restart on September 10th
7:30 pm to 9pm.
on the Acts of the Apostles 2
7 pm via Zoom
Questions? Contact Dean Jason
780-625-2109

Members of the Choir
are encouraged to touch
base with Elaine Leer.
Elaine and Dean Jason are
interested in knowing if we
are “getting the band back
together” anytime soon.

NEWS FROM ST JAMES

We have retuned to our
In person worship services on Sundays @ 10:30 am.

hand wash stations with waterless hand wash

everyone needs to wear a mask
 social distancing procedures
do not use any of the pews marked with green tape

(Socially Distanced) Peace
The 8:30 am Eucharist will resume
as of October 4th, 2020
 Will be making use of the pews in the Chancel
 Chapel will remain closed for the time being,
owing to the fact that is a smaller space and distancing is not possible.)
 Again masks, social distancing and handwashing are mandatory.

Evening Prayer Service on Zoom.
The Service takes place @ 7 pm every Sunday Evening
FOR MORE DETAILS FROM DEAN JASON PLEASE SEE PAGE 7

On September 20th, any students and teachers
that wish to have backpacks bless,
please bring them to the 10:30 am service and we will bless the backpacks
and pray for our community’s schools as they go back to class

Children’s time
Sunday School’s opening is going to be delayed for now.
Parents are encouraged to bring their children to worship so that they can see and
learn. There will be a Kid’s Time with a story or a song for everyone to participate
in. It is important for the children to be a part of worship on a regular basis
because if they do not participate now, they will not be there later to do so.
FOR MORE DETAILS FROM DEAN JASON PLEASE SEE PAGE 7

Community Outreach

Peace River Community Soup Kitchen

Update

We are reviewing the possibilities of moving back to using the St James Lower hall
As of May 18 2020
Change to the Soup Kitchen operations: there will be sandwiches ready at the Ground Level Youth Centre (courtesy
of the Servant's Heart Initiative), so NO PICK UP at restaurants for the forseeable future.
Just arrive at the GLY Centre and put together lunch bags. Thanks to all our amazing volunteers for helping, and being so patient as we get through all these changes!

PEACE RIVER FOOD BANK
appreciates the monthly donations that come from St.
James.
This is the supplies that the Food Bank is in need of at
present:

The work to restore the Hall
has been by enlarge completed,
we are awaiting the dishwasher yet.
Help is needed to get everything cleaned up, washed down, and put away again
Contact Sue Bowling for further info 780-322-0009

Groups wanting to use the Hall will need to submit a Hall Use Plan
FOR MORE DETAILS FROM DEAN JASON PLEASE SEE PAGE 7

What is going on this Fall at Saint James’?
We have retuned to our in person worship on Sundays @ 10:30 am. People are encouraged to come recognizing that there are social distancing procedures in place. In particular everyone needs to wear a mask, so that you
can fully participate. There are hand wash stations with waterless hand wash containing 80% alcohol which is
more than enough to keep hands clean. There is help and direction as to where you can sit from the sidespeople
and the wardens. To help with distancing, please do not use any of the pews marked with green tape. You are
also welcome to come and sit in the chancel in the unmarked pews.
The 8:30 am Eucharist will resume as of October 4, 2020. But there are to be some changes. The Chapel will
remain closed for the time being, owing to the fact that is a smaller space and distancing is not possible. This
means that we will use the chancel and sanctuary in the Cathedral. The seating will work the same as 10:30 am,
making use of the pews in the Chancel. Again masks, social distancing and handwashing are mandatory.
There is still an online Evening Prayer Service on Zoom. The Service takes place @ 7 pm, the Dean is working
on get a piece of equipment to be able to play his guitar and have it sound right. That should be available soon.
Members of the Choir are encouraged to touch base with Elaine Leer. Both Elaine and I are interested in knowing if we are “getting the band back together” anytime soon.
Bible Study on Zoom will restart on September 10th and will run from 7:30 pm to 9pm. We are going to continue our Study of the Acts of the Apostles with Acts 2. If you had not been apart of the Spring Bible Study, please
consider joining us. No experience necessary! If you need a Bible, please let Dean Jason know, he can hook you
up with one.
Sunday School’s opening is going to be delayed for now. Parents are encouraged to bring their children to worship so that they can see and learn. There will be a Kid’s Time with a story or a song for everyone to participate
in. it is important for the children to be a part of worship on a regular basis because if they do not participate
now, their will not be there later to do so.
As to the Lower Hall, there are questions around when it will be ready for use. To that I need to say that there
is help needed to get everything cleaned up, washed down, and put away again now that the work to restore the
Hall has been by enlarge completed. There are a few things that still need to happen that way, but they are progressing and will be handled in short order. Groups wanting to use the Hall will need to submit a Hall Use Plan
will show how they are going to operate safely and clean up when they are finished. This will have to be approved by the Rector and Wardens and will be shared with the Vestry. We are still waiting on the dishwasher,
but it should be here shortly to be installed.
On September 13th, any students and teachers that wish to have backpacks bless, please bring them to the
10:30 am service and we will bless the backpacks and pray for our community’s schools as they go back to class.
And lastly, to members of Vestry, please note that our next meeting will be in person on September 15th @ 7 pm
in the Fireside Room.

