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Can you believe it? He left us behind! But as the Gospel points out, there is a purpose to 
his leaving and it is more than we think. The Gospel this week is the Gospel for the Feast 
of the Ascension, when Jesus is taken up into heaven (Luke 24.44-53). It is important to 
have it on a Sunday because the Church needs to hear this part of the story because it is 
where Jesus directly engages us to get into and take over the ministry that he had been 
leading- enabling us as the community of his Body to do what he does. 
 
It is also important to me personally because the Feast of the Ascension is the Day (May 
17

th
 2007) that I became an ordained person as a Deacon in the Church. Anniversaries 

are important for the simple reason that it affords the opportunity to reflect upon how God 
has been faithful to each and to all of us over time. A Feast Day should do the same thing 
for the Church. 
 
One of the things that I have been reminded of this week, is how God, through human 
history has enabled us to do the things that bring us closer to him and build the communi-
ty that God calls us to be. Consider for example, how leadership was passed on in the 
Scriptures – from Master to learner. The Learner receives not only the teaching of the 
Master but also the spirit and the blessing of the Master.  Abraham to Isaac, Isaac to Ja-
cob and Jacob to his 12 sons who fathered the 12 tribes of Israel. Then there is Moses to 
Joshua to lead the people and Elijah to Elisha among the Prophets, David to Solomon and 
Zachariah to John.  So, it should not be surprising that Jesus does the same with those 
who are to be his apostles (sent ones).  And I mean more tan just the Twelves when I say 
apostles. Yes, the twelve were important but we need to remember that Jesus sent his 
Church – all his Church to witness to him, in life and death and resurrection. The entire 
community is meant to engage in the ministry and mission of the kingdom. Every believer 
receives the same power, the same blessing and the same Spirit to take on and do the 
things that need to be done to fulfill the mission God has in mind. 
 
Next it is important to note that Jesus as he is blessing his people, is taken up – he takes 
his and therefore our humanity into the heights of heaven. There is a Graham Kendrick 
Song called “Meekness and Majesty” which expresses this well: 

 
Wisdom unsearchable, God the invisible 
Love indestructible in frailty appears; 
Lord of infinity stooping so tenderly 
Lifts our humanity to the heights of his throne. 
Oh what a mystery, meekness and majesty, 
Bow down and worship, for this is your God; 
This is your God! 

 
Who and what comes back to us terms of the Pentecost, after the Ascension is just as 
important. We receive the Spirit and the continual blessing of Christ to carry out the Fa-
ther’s will. All the power and authority we need to carry it out has been given. What we 
need to do is act on what we know and what we have been given. For the Church to live 
out its mission we must know Christ. For the world to see Christ they must first see him in 
and through the Church. 
 
Faith and trust in Christ reveal themselves best in obedience to the commands of Christ 
and living them out in our everyday lives. At the Back of the Church, I am going to post a 
sign that says, “You are now entering the mission field! Wait for the power and then move 
in the blessing!” 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Sunday School 

Potluck Picnic 

June 2nd 

2019 

Men's Breakfast 

& Work Bee 

June 8 

2019 

Deans Holiday 
June  

13 –24 

Nampa Farmers 

& Museum Lunch 

June 23 

Vestry Meeting June 25 

Bible Studies  Tuesdays 

7PM 

 Choir Practice Weds 

7:30 PM 



 

Our Sympathy goes out to Margaret and 

Bruce Stewart on the loss of Margaret's 

Mom. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to you 

and your family. 

Our Sympathy also goes out to 

Laura and Leslie Mann on the loss 

of their Mom Margaret. 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to 

you and your family. 

 

Funeral Services for 

the late Margaret 

Mann will be held at 

St. James Cathedral on 

June 1st at 2:00 p.m. 

Office Hours 

Tuesday/Thursday  

10:30—12:00 noon 

Friday 12:00 noon to 4:00 p.m. 

 

Happy 25th Wedding Anniversary to 

Jason and Nova    

Enjoy your well deserved break together!! 



 

 

 

 

 

Nampa Farmers Restaurant 

and Museum 

Brunch and Museum Tour 

June 23 2019 

Sunday School Potluck Picnic 

June 2nd 2019 

St. James will provide Hot Dogs 

Please bring Finger Foods 

(Don’t forget your chair) 



It is with a mixture of sadness and thanksgiving that I need to communicate to the Cathedral    

Parish that at Diocesan Executive Council  meeting on May 25
th
 2019,  Bishop Fraser Lawton          

announced his resignation as the 12
th

 Bishop of Athabasca as of September 8
th

, 2019.  

The Lawton's have spent considerable time and energy in discerning what next steps might be taken 

for their ministry in Athabasca, including a lengthy sabbatical. He noted in his remarks to the  DEC 

that they (Fraser and Veronica) did not come to a decision lightly, hurriedly or unadvisedly.  

After much prayer and seeking counsel, the decision to take on a fresh opportunity offered to them 

in ministry elsewhere was accepted. The Lawton's will be moving this Fall to the Diocese of Dallas in 

The Episcopal  Church (United States). Bishop Fraser will be an assisting Bishop in the Diocese of 

Dallas and Rector of St. Dunstan's. Mineloa TX.  

The DEC spent time at the meeting this past weekend, mapping out the Fall of 2019, the dates and 

times for what needs to happen, leading us to an electoral synod in mid-November.  

Upon the resignation of the Bishop and according to Provincial and Diocesan Canons, I will become 

the Administrator of the Diocese on September 8th until there is a Bishop-Elect. More about this will 

be soon forthcoming as well as news about saying our farewells. 

There is a copy of the Bishop’s comments to DEC pinned up on the board outside the admin offices. 

You are welcomed to read it but please do not take it away. 

Please also join with me in praying for the Lawton's as they prepare  and embark on a new ministry 

and for one another as we move to elect our new Bishop this fall. 

Jason+ 

For 

Services and Choir Practice 

No 8:30 am service June 30th to September 8th, 2019 

No Sunday School June 9th to September 1st  

No Wednesday Service or Choir Practice   

from June 19th to September 4, 2019   

Programs resume with 

Start Up Sunday September 8, 2019 



 

 



 

 

 On Eagle’s Wings Ecumenical Ministries Inc.  

Craft Supplies Required for a Camp of 30 Children   

(list of supplies needed at back table of church) 

Thank you for supporting CLICK (Children Live in Christ’s Kingdom)  

Bible Camps for 2019  

 That time again to collect items need-

ed for on Eagles Wings.  

There will be a sign up sheet at the 

church on Sunday if you would like 

to sign up to supply any of these 

items. 

 

We will be collecting donations for the food bank on June 16. The food bank continues to need breakfast 

cereal, granola bars, canned fruit and vegetables, peanut butter and tinned meat. They have plenty of canned 

soup and pasta in stock so those items are not needed at this time. 

We will not be taking donations from St. James to the food bank in July or August but you are still wel-

come to drop off donations directly to the Salvation Army church on Tuesday or Thursday mornings 

from 9:00-9:30 a.m. 

We will need someone to volunteer to collect and drop off food bank items once a month starting again in 

September. Please let the office know if you are interested in taking on this important project. 


