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UPCOMING EVENTS 

High Tea July 7 

Corn Roast Aug. 11 

  

  

  

  

  

There was a headline that caught my eye on the front of an Anglican Journal not so long ago. It 
was a statement that the Bishop of Christchurch, New Zealand made about her Cathedral and what 
has happened to her diocese in the months since a devastating earthquake rocked Christchurch and 
has rendered so many church buildings, homes and other buildings unusable. This statement got 
me to thinking about some of the Church buildings that I have known in my own life. The building 
in which I was baptised was torn down for a parking lot. The building where I came to faith, was 
confirmed, learned to do services and to serve at the altar is now in a museum static display. The 
building where I learned to preach, was vacated by the congregation because they could not keep 
going financially. In my first summer in full time ministry as a student, I participated in the closure 
of a building and the sale of that building to private interests. In the five years that I served the 
congregation where I was ordained priest, I had the deep privilege of burying about half of the 
active congregation in the church’s cemetery.  The interesting and most important thing to me 
wasn’t the buildings and whether they remained standing and in good shape or not. It was the 
community and whether they we’re vibrant and alive or not. 

So, if I go back to that list of places I have been in my spiritual journey and identify them for you, it 
might make a bit more of an impression upon you. I was baptised at St. Matthew’s, Abbotsford, BC. 
They were on their third and biggest building when I visited them about 20 years ago. I was con-
firmed at St. Clement’s, Houston, here in the Diocese of Caledonia. They have a much bigger and 
very pretty building than when I was there as a teen. I preached my very first public sermons at St. 
Christopher’s, Downsview, ON. that is now home to a vibrant Chinese congregation that was 
planted there after my time. I had the chance to go back and share with them and preach. And fi-
nally, St. Peter’s Church, Westport, White Bay, Newfoundland where I was ordained priest. In my 
time there, the parish closed three buildings to go from seven churches to four. The Sunday attend-
ance went up and so did the finances. We worked hard to bring our buildings back up to snuff and 
still maintain a self supported parish with a full-time priest. 

What was the difference? Why did we grow? We claimed ownership and stewardship of our local 
mission. The focus of all the work on all these church communities was primarily on the communi-
ty; on the people rather than on the buildings. We learned to pray as a community and we took the 
time to study the scriptures together. We had to learn to genuinely seek out Christ in our neigh-
bours and to think of others ahead of ourselves. We did this because we discovered that in most 
cases what we had was not a financial problem but rather a spiritual predicament. We had been 
trying to husband very small fires which around which only a few could gather rather than lighting 
and carrying torches to go and find those who are sick, broken, in need and the dying both physi-
cally and spiritually. And in the process of lighting the way for others to come into our communi-
ties, we found some light for ourselves too. 

How do we build our Church communities across in this Parish and across this vast diocese? We 
draw people in by sharing with them, our lives. We need to focus on reaching people and caring for 
them. People are not going to care about fine sounding vision and mission statements. The world 
around us is waiting to see if God is still here and present in his Church and if God and his Church 
still care enough to do the deed and speak the word that needs to be spoken. We need to find new 
ways of being who we really are through rediscovering our enthusiasm for mission We need to seek 
out the least, the last and the lost of our world and draw them in. In doing so, we build for the time 
when there will be no buildings to worship in. The Church – the one, holy, catholic and apostolic 
Church – is here because God has made it so. We, in turn, are here for the world because God his 
here for this world and to participate in it. Or as retired bishop and theologian N.T. Wright might 
put it, “Heaven is important, but it’s not the end of the world.” We are called and drawn to help 
others be ready for the new city, the new life and the world that is about to come. This is the time 
for planting for dreaming and for reaching out.  It is time to think and to live mission, not to build 
monuments or write our epitaphs. 
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T H E  C A T H E D R A L  O F  S T .  
J A M E S ’  D I O C E S E  O F  

A T H A B A B A S C A  

9709 98 Avenue 

Peace River, AB. T8S 1J3 

stjamesadmin@telus.net 

www.stjamespr.org 

780-624-2743 

We are proud that our mission is to 

welcome, accept and encourage all 

people in the name of Christ 

Please find us on FaceBook at https://www.facebook.com/stjamesanglicanPR/ 

Join Us for  

HIGH TEA 

at St . James  Anglican Cathedral  Hall 

July 7th, 2018 

2:00 p.m.— 4:30 p.m. 

$12.00 per person 

Under 6 free 

 

This is a Fundraiser for our Lift 

Diocese of Athabasca Family Camp 

Will be August 17-19, 2018, the cost is $30. Registration Deadline is June 

31st, Registration brochures are at the back of the Church. For More info 

please contact: Rev. Dane Neufeld at 587-646-7098 or email at: all-

saints9902@gmail.com 

Holidays 

The Very Rev. Jason Haggstrom will be on Holidays 

from June 27th until July 18 2018. For any Pastoral 

emergencies please contact Archdeacon Terry Leer at 

the Synod Office at 780-624-2767.The Parish office will 

be closed from 12 p.m. on June 29th and will reopen on 

August 28th at 8 a.m. The Very Rev. Jason Haggstrom 

will be the contact person for the office when he gets 

back from his holidays until Admin returns on August 

28th. 

https://www.facebook.com/stjamesanglicanPR/
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St. James Cathedral  

Corn Roast 

August  11, 2018 

4:00 p.m. (supper at 5:00) 

Strong Creek Park We will provide meat, potatoes,  

corn, and drinks. 

Potluck Salads and Desserts  

Please bring along yard games and 

your musical instruments.  

For more information talk with Sue or Kathy. 

HELP would be appreciated to prepare food, 

1:00 p.m. at the church hall.   

If you can help please let one of us know. 

You will need your lawn chairs 


