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The Epistle
The Cathedral St James’ of the Diocese of Athabasca
As I sit to write for the Newsletter this month, there have been so many things that have happened
and things of a serious nature that have had to be dealt with. For instance, the Cathedral was broken into and there were some items taken. These were recovered when the police caught the individ-

UPCOMING EVENTS

ual involved in the break in. The lower hall and the Anglican Centre basement offices had the flood
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waters of the Pat’s Creek come in. Then there is the ongoing things around being isolated – trying
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to run a parish while not meeting together. Then someone kindly provided the means to be on
Zoom. Now there is not only worship but also meetings and an active Bible Study on Thursday
nights. I am especially encouraged by the Bible Study because half the group is men! Holy Week and
Easter were odd and strangely stressful, but we had good services on Zoom Good Friday and on the
internet Easter Day led by our Bishop. We find ourselves now about halfway through the Easter
Season and there is a lot of talk about healing and about the work of God the Holy Spirit.
Of particular note, I keep hearing the expression, “God is good all the time. And all the time God is
good.” I get asked when things are going to get back to normal and couple of times why is God allowing all this to happen? I have been going back to different verses of Scripture to find strength. In
particular, Romans 8 which says, Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know

what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for
words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that for those who love God all
things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. For those whom
he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might
be the firstborn among many brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. (Romans 8.28,
ESV)
As I consider the events of the past several weeks, I can see God working out things for us as a
Church as a community of believers. It means that we have to work a little harder to maintain connection and community, but in the end, we are going to be stronger for having undergone all that
we are going through now so that we are prepared for the next step. The Father, according to his
own will for each and for all of us, is working for good, all of the messiness of the last few weeks so

.

that we can be his, more and more.
I am also grateful to know that when there have been moments and there has been a few in the last
several weeks, that the Holy Spirit, resident in us has been praying with us and for us in all of this,
that we would be upheld and undergirded as we endure and move through all of what is happening.
Maybe it is possible that God wants to draw you closer to him. Not so we can live without fear or
trouble but rather that he takes us by the hand and walks us through it – even if it is the valley of the
Shadow of death. We ought not to fear but rather keep looking up, because the Father through
Christ has ahold of us. And what we need to do in this time of tribulation is simple: keep looking
up!
Jason+

It’s a picture
so links wont
work

Thursday Evening Bible Study on
1st Peter: Hope, Life and Trouble
7 pm via Zoom

Contact Dean Jason
Studying 1st Peter 2
We are carrying on meeting for Sunday worship using the Zoom app, look
for the link in the parish email or on the St James Website (copy and paste)

Join Zoom Meeting
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84414886851

http://www.stjamespr.org/

Meeting ID: 844 1488 6851

e-transfers
We have been asked to be able to have
e-transfers for people wanting and needing to continue to support St James. An
Email address has been acquired and will be kept isolated from regular email will
have a two step verification password and we will be able to deposit your funds
through this account with e-banking.
The email is
stjamescathedral98@gmail.com

Sunday May 10th

PEACE RIVER FOOD BANK
appreciates the monthly donations that come from St. James.
This is the supplies that the Food Bank is in need of at present:

Peace River Community Soup Kitchen Update

Saturday April 18th
Pats creek flood waters rose
up flooding the lower hall
with silt and muddy water

Clean
up
Begins
Thank you for all the
help on Sunday the
19th of April. It was
greatly appreciated!!

First On Site
beginning the
process
of restoration!

May 1st Pic
Lots of work has been
done already but they
have a lot to do!!!

